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Global Youth Service Day 

April, 16-18  
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National  Volunteer Week,  

          April, 17- 24
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International Volunteer Day, December, 5  

	   WE ARE TOGETHER CREATE OUR FUTURE!  RUSSIAN VOLUNTEER ACTIONS, 2004


Russian Young Volunteers fifth time celebrate Global Youth Service Day 2004 together with Youth of the World Community! 

In 2004, together with youth more than 120 countries of the World, the Global Youth Service Day (April 16 till April 18) was held with a great success for the fifth time in Russian Federation.  Far from complete, according to the data on the 10th of May collected by Russian National Coordinating Comity of Volunteer Actions 2004 in the  GYSD and Russian Volunteer Week (17 - 24 April)  events took part 320616 volunteers (87,2 % from them young people) across all Russia and presented 2999 service projects in the local communities, which were organized all together youth, youth and volunteer organizations, 928 schools and universities, federal an local bodies of authority and business organizations.  A contribution of volunteer time is more than 1280,000.00 hours for the one week. Economical values of the invested volunteer time in social sphere (if to count 1 volunteer hour = 1 USD) it will consist more than 1280,000.00 USD! 

Youth Volunteer actions and community-based projects took place 36 Russian regions and 265 cities, including Vladimir Region, Voronezh Region and Kaliningrad Region (cities of Kaliningrad and Pionerskiy), Krasnoyarskiy Kray (cities of Krasnoyarsk and Zelenogorsk), city of Moscow, Moscow Region, Republic of Mordoviya, Nizhniy Novgorod Region, Perm Kray, Primorskiy Kray, Rostov Region, Samara Region, Sverdlovsk Region (cities of Ekaterinburg and Serov), Stavropol Kray (city of Pyatigorsk), Tver Region, Tomsk Region (city of Strezhevoi), Udmurt Republic, Chelyabink Region (city of Magnitigorsk), as well as Republics of Chuvashiya, Kareliya, Bashkortostan, Tatarstan, Buriatia, Khakasia, Altay,   and cities of Kaluga, Barnaul, Severodvinsk, Omsk, Lipetsk, Kirov, Kostroma, Tambov, Irkutskaia space, Amurskaia space, Novosibirsk, Penzenskaia space,   Volgogradskaia space, Tymen, Kemerovskaia space.  

GYSD and SVW in Russia are annual public and educational campaigns being a constituent part of the volunteering development and promotion strategy. It is organized with a view to raise the community people activity and mobilizes the resources for various community and social issues solution; to strengthen network interaction between volunteers, volunteering organizations and to develop interaction and partnership between NGOs and the Government. Especially focus volunteer actions  is  to promote among the Russia Government, Youth, Youth supporting  organizations and other stakeholders world experience, globe understanding and approaches about important role of youth service and volunteering for the sustainability and social development. 

Extremely important factor is that in 2004 GYSD and  NVW in Russia for the first time were carried out within the framework of the program " Volunteer Sector of Russia for achievement of the Millennium Development Goals", founded in December, 2003 by initiative and with participation youth and volunteer organizations from 20 Russian regions (from UNDP Russian office supporting).  The first measurable results of the actions showed the role volunteers and youth very important for the MDG achievement such as struggle with poverty; the decision of problems in education sphere; HIV/AIDS the projects in sphere of preventive maintenance; the projects directed on improvement of parent and children's health; the ecological projects, and other.  412 ecological projects (164187 participants);  3630 trees and  plants; collected 15000$;  4632 items and 567 kilograms clothes and shoes; 12286 items books; 1314 toys; 100 donors of blood; 560 lessons of kindness (114255 participants); 48 seminars and conference (5006 participants) Total number beneficiaries of the GYSD and National Volunteer Week 2004 in Russia were 452332 served people. 

Among many light GYSD 2004 events were, included:  

· In Republics Chuvashiya GYSD is maintained by a Office of the Ministers.  

· Samara city. Volunteers organized “Clean and Neat City For You and Me” action, which includes cleaning parks, stadiums, painting fences, installing benches and garbage bins, fixing and painting playgrounds for kids.

· Young volunteers from the city of Pyatigorsk (Stavropol Region) participated  in  ecological expeditions and monitoring of the landscape (mountains and rivers), followed by the biological research on the present-day condition of the region’s flora. City  of Zelenogorsk (Krasnoyarsk Kray). Action “Peace to Your Family”: hotline for resolving family and private issues will start working.  

· City of Rostov-on-Don. City Department of Education has included Lesson on Kindness in more then 100 schools on 17 April. 

· City of Kaluga. Fundraising for the bedside patients. Students of Kaluga Teachers Training Institute cleaned their apartments.

· Karelia Red Cross together with the Blood Station organized Donor Day: action attracting donors.

· City of Krasnoyarsk.  Service Project ”Let us help veterans”: cleaning the territory of the institution for disabled. City of Severodvinsk (Arkhangelsk Region). “Volunteers for Children”.  Volunteers will involve sponsors, who will purchase toys and office supplies to donate to City Hospital #1

· Krasnoiarsk kray Center "Sotrudnichestvo" networking of Active public school organization coordinated of  participation many numbers schools from more than 30 cities across Russia.  

· City of Barnaul, Altay Kray. Volunteers from the Orange Spirit Center will arrange lectures for the teenagers on AIDS.

· In Moscow in the largest Russian News agency on the international round table which has been carried out by the Russian GYSD NLA together with People to People International, member of ICC (within the framework of their visit to Russia of a delegation of USA under leader is Ms. Mary Eisenhower, President and CEO of “People to People International”, founded in 1956 by the US  President D. Eisenhower have discussed results GYSD in Russia and role youth volunteering.  

National Coordination Committee for volunteer action 2004  (include GYSD, NVW and IVD)  included all specter organizations as Youth (National scale) organizations, NGOs working on National Scale, Nonprofit organizations working with businesses, businesses organizations, government and International organizations: IAVE Russian Volunteer Development Center (MCH/VC), Sozidanie Foundation, All-Russian Public organization Children's and Youth social initiatives (CAYSI); New Perspectives Foundation; The Russian Ministry of labor and social development; The Russian Federation Ministry of Education, The State Parliament Committee on the Public Associations and Religious Organizations Affairs, UN Development Programm (UNDP)in the Russian Federetion, Russian Information Agency "NOVOSTI"(NEWS), The lawyers’ bureau “Andrei Gorodisskiy and Partners”, Project Construction Association "MOSZARUBEZHSTROI", People to People International; Habitat for Humanity International (Moscow office), and representative of NGO from 25 regions of Russia. Leading International GYSD - partner is Global Youth  Action Network, International  Coordinational Commity 

Contact: 

Organizations: IAVE Russian Volunteer Development Center (National leading Agency for GYSD Russia)  

gbodrenkova@yandex.ru 

Sozidanie Foundation sozidanie@co.ru www.sozidanie.co.ru 

